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Summary: Powerfully written. . . . Evocative. . . . Despite much hue and cry today, Maass argues, we seem
unable to move beyond an oil-based global economy, and we are going to hit a wall soon. - The New York
Times Book Review Perpetually informative. . . . Maasss book is in a class by itself, as he constructs his relentless
indictment on a foundation of first-rate reporting and superb writing. - USA Today Maass is a keen observer, a
fine storyteller and forceful writer, and his book is a readable gem for anyone seeking a primer on the history
of oil and its geopolitical ramifications. - San Francisco Chronicle Authentic, persuasive, and damning. . .. The
narrative argument that brings these stories together is persuasive, intelligent, and passionate. - The Christian
Science Monitor Sharp. . .. Maass succeeds in portraying an energy crisis mostly ignored or misunderstood in
the developed world. - Financial Times Riveting and illuminating. . . . The book is not about oil policy or the
energy crisis, at least not primarily; it is a moral reckoning with basic instincts. - The Nation A nice primer on
the history of oil and its geopolitical ramifications. - The Houston Chronicle A fascinating, nightmarish journey
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of reporting. -Robert D. Kaplan, The Wall Street Journal A disturbing catalogue of the underside of the
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