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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER V. TAUSIG AS TEACHER AND THE HIGHER
DEVELOPMENT. FTER a two years stay in England | went for a further period of study to Berlin, where Tausig,
who was then at the zenith of his fame, had recently opened his School for the Higher Development of
Pianoforte Playing. When | applied for admission to his classes, Ehlert, who was his second-in-command,
accompanied me on my first visit to the great man, and on the way gave me some points as to Tausig s ways
and disposition. | found him, as Ehlert had foretold, a nervous, over-wrought man, who was charming if he
liked one, but very much the reverse if he did not. To anyone who was not in sympathy with him he was capable
of being fiendishly sarcastic; his condemnation of those whom he disliked totally lacked the element of charity.
On that occasion his greeting was the reverse of genial. With a shrug of his shoulders, he said, Oh! you come
from England? Well, play something. 1 went to the big Concert Grand and began with a crashing chord--and, lo
and behold! a soft, muffled sound came from the instrument, instead of the crash | expected. | looked up and
saw Tausig watching me with a sardonic smile. | lost my temper and went on headlong with my playing, too
angry at the moment to care for Tausig or anybody else. After a while he stopped me; and, a trifle...
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