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Excerpt: . . . years, with the option to renew for no more than five years, HHS intends for the Community to be
succeeded by a private sector health information initiative. ( The first meeting of the Community was held in
October 2005 ). To date, it has identified several potential 15 breakthrough areas and established four priority
areas - consumer empowerment, biosurveillance, electronic health records, and chronic care management.
Workgroups are in the process of being established, each with a specific charge to be accomplished within one
year ( e. g., deploy a widely available pre-populated medication history linked to the registration summary ).
Milestones have been established to present findings and recommendations to the Community on a quarterly
basis. HHS intends to use the results of its contracts and the Community workgroups to define future direction.
The National Coordinators office intends to release a strategic plan later this year now that his management
team is in place. This plan is expected to guide the nationwide implementation of interoperable health IT by
providing detailed plans and milestones, as we had recommended. Other HHS Divisions Contribute to the
Departments Efforts on the National Health Information Technology Strategy As we have previously reported,
the role of the National Coordinator includes the coordination of programs and policies regarding health IT
across HHS. Building on ongoing agency initiatives - health IT demonstration grants, the Federal Health
Architecture, and the 16 Public Health Information Network - these activities address a variety of issues
important to accelerating and encouraging the adoption of health IT across the health care industry. Key HHS
divisions, such as the...
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