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Excerpt: . . . 11 firmly and decidedly given up terrorism and such policies as the re-cruitment of child soldiers. I
should also mention the Islamic nation of Maldives, where we are encouraged by the proposed sweeping
constitutional changes designed to strengthen democratic institutions and human rights and to head oE
radicalism. We have worked closely with the United Kingdom and India to support Nepal and Nepals
democracy and its confrontations with the Maoists. Our assistance includes military equipment badly needed
by the army, economic and development assistance to ad-dress root causes of insurgency and anti-terrorism
training for the army and the police. The preservation of Nepals constitutional monarchy and system of multi-
party democracy is key to defeating the challenge. Political rivalries have undercut resistance to the Maoists,
and the King and the parties must unify - urgently to confront the insurgents. The Kings recent appointment of
Mr. Deuba as Prime Minister and the call for elections within a year is a welcome development, but all must
work harder. The United States, India, and the U. K. and others stand with the government, but we also share
the view that there is no military solution to the conflict. East of Nepal and between India and China is Bhutan, a
small country seriously pursuing a peaceful transition to a constitutional monarchy. It is in our interest to
support this democratization process. Despite its small size, Bhutan, too, struggles against insta-bility. During
the past year...
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