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illustrated. 1894 edition. Excerpt: . . . IT is now time to pause, amid the eventful scenes through which we are
passing, in order to consider this new fear of the end of the world with others which have preceded it, and to
pass rapidly in review the remarkable history of this idea, which has reappeared again and again in the past. At
the time of which we are speaking, this subject was the sole theme of conversation in every land and in every
tongue. As to the dogma Credo Resurrectionem Carnis, the addresses of the fathers of the Church before the
council assembled in the Sistine chapel at Rome, were, on the whole, in accord with the opinion expressed by
the cardinal archbishop of Paris. The clause et vitam aeternam was tacitly ignored, in view of the possible
discoveries of astronomy and psychology. These addresses epitomized, as it were, the history of the doctrine of
the end of the world as held by the Christian Church in all ages. This history is interesting, for it is also the
history of the human mind face to face with its own destiny, and we believe it of sufficient importance to devote
to it a separate chapter. For the time being, therefore, we abandon our role as the chronicler of the twenty-
fourth century, and return to our own times, in order to consider this doctrine from an historical point of view.
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