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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from National Convention of the Socialist Party: Chicago,
Illinois, May 1 to 6, 1904 Eugene V. Debs, Socialist Party candidate for President, was born in Terre Haute, Ind., in
1855, and at the age of 15 years began work as a railway employe in the Vandalia railroad car shops.
AEerwards he worked as fireman on a freight engine for several years and became a member of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen. He was made editor of the Brotherhood magazine in 1877 and three
years aEerward he was chosen general secretary and treasurer, a position which he occupied for thirteen
years, resigning it in 1893 to organize the American Railway Union, which was intended to unite the railway
workers of America in one great organization. Within a year the Great Northern Railway strike was fought and
won. Through this contest the wages of thousands of workers from St. Paul to the Pacific coast were saved
from reduction and the railway managers awoke to the fact that they had a new power with which to grapple.
In May, 1894, the famous Pullman strike occurred. Unable to aGect a settlement by arbitration, the A. R. U. took
up the matter in the national convention in session at Chicago in June. As a result a boycott was declared
against the Pullman cars, to take eGect June 26. Within a few days the entire railroad system of the country
extending from Chicago West and South to the Gulf and Pacific coast was tied up and the greatest labor war in
the country s history was on. On July 2, 1894, Judges Woods and Grosscup, at Chicago, issued a sweeping
omnibus injunction....
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